Judge Rebukes FBI 

For '%MJ? 

Asked f$ Laughlfn 

Chief Clerk of Agency 
Tells Court Subpoena 
Was Misdirected 

By a 8taXf Correspondent of The Star. 

BALTIMORE, Sept. 18. — The Fed- 
eral Bureau of Investigation and a 
representative of J. Edgar Hoover, 
FBI chief, were rebuked today by 
Federal Judge John Paul, .presiding 
at the trial of Attorn^ James J*}. 
IjSCughlin on cimjggs of impeding 
j dsticfi. . in- — cOTmection with the 
Hyattsville bank robbery case in 
1941. 

Judge Paul reprimanded Nicholas 
T. Callahan, chief clerk of the FBI, 
for failure to produce records sought 
by Mr. Laughlin in his subpoena. 
The witness said he failed to bring 
the records because the subpoena 
was directed to Mr. Hoover instead 
of to Attorney General Biddle. 

"This talk about the Attorney 
General is a bit of childless evasion," 
Judge Paul said, "I don't like the 
attitude of this witness and I don't 
like the attitude of the bureau." 

Offers to Produce Records. 

District Attorney Bernard J. Flynn 
offered to provide Mr. Laughlin with 
all the records he sought. Judge 
Paul admitted most of the records 
probably would have been in- 
admissable as evidence if they had 
been produced. 

* Earlier, Robert J. Maghan, a 
Washington- — fiffllwOTiint testified 

* that an auxiliary detective sergeant 
told him in November that Mr. 

1 Laughlin was to be indicted in con- 
1 nection with the Hyattsville case. 

The police officer said the man 
' was ^hur.^JMarj^eJ,. a Washington 

* "Did Mr. Markel voice the opinion 
: I would be indicted in the Hyatts- 
ville bank robbery case?" asked Mr. 
Laughlin who is conducting his own 
defense. 

“He did," the witness replied. 


Mr. Maghan said it was he Who 
arrested Hilliard Sanders, now 
serving 20 years for his part in the 
holdup of two messengers from the 
Prince Georges County Bank & 
£ rU ?L? 0 ‘ in H > Tattsviu e, September 


Mi-. Maghan said Sanders at that 
time told him of his alibi that he 
was a visitor at the State Prison 
Farm in Florida on the day of the 
robbery, but said he regarded it as 
a kidding proposition." 

Mr Maghan also admitted that 
Mr. Laughlin is now his lawyer in 
a suit on file in District Court in 
Washington. 

Mr. Maghan filed suit against sev- 
eral high-ranking police officials 
after he was demoted from detective 
sergeant to private last October. He 
subsequently wqs arrested on De- 
cember 5 on a Charge of drunken- 
ness and was suspended from the 
force. A trial board, which fined 
nim $100, recommended his rein- 
statement. 

Another defense witness, Ken- 
neth Talmer, serving 20 ycafl Tlri 
Mail II IlllJllLl Federal Penitentiaiy 
for bank robbery in Pittsburgh, 
testified that two inmates at At- 
lanta, both of whom were involved 
ia the Hyattsville robbery and tes- 
tified for the Government, had told 
him they were going to help 
frame" Laughlin. p 

« he had conveasations 

vu th fcnr— Ke«fe and 

and that boLh 
men told him they had been prom- 

hed reductions in their sentences 
if they came here to testify against 
Laughlin. He said Keefe! who 4s 
serving 20 years, told him he would 
get. his term cut to 10 years anri 
Wilcox told him, he had been prom- 
ised a cut in his 10-year term 
Buckley Testifies. 

Washington, was called by Mr 
WJgt- e ela ‘ e a conversation he 
had with Sanders shortly after 
Sanders’ arrest in 1941 . 

him r ' said Sanders told 

him at that time the Government 
wouldn i t be able to place him in 
Hyattsville on the day of the rob- 

£37- hi Th l wltne « sa id Sanders 
to.d him he could show he was 
'several miles away." 35 

The case is expected to be given to 
the Jury $bout the middle of the 
week. ie | 


